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The argument, ‘xlab=’, adds an x-axis label; the argument, ‘main=’, adds a chart title. A modified histogram 
appears in the graphics window (Figure 2.7).

Figure 2.6  Histogram of an Interval Variable

Figure 2.7  Modified Histogram of an Interval Variable

OBTAINING CASE-LEVEL INFORMATION

When we analyze a large survey dataset, such as nes or gss, we generally are not interested in how respondent x 
or respondent y answered a particular question. Rather, we want to know how the entire sample of respondents 
distributed themselves across the response categories of a variable. Sometimes, however, we gather data on 
particular cases because the cases are themselves inherently important. The states dataset (50 cases) and world 
dataset (191 cases) are good examples. With these datasets, we may want to push the descriptions beyond the 
relative anonymity of the freq or describe functions and find out where particular cases “are” on a variable of 
interest. A workspace function, sortC, is designed to provide such elemental insights.


